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Abstract

Political self-censorship distorts public sphere representativeness and challenges democratic
governance, yet systematic empirical research remains scarce in Korea. This study examines the
individual-level determinants of political self-censorship using survey data collected after the
2024 martial law crisis, employing both logistic regression and machine learning-based SHAP
analysis. The results show that one in three adults frequently withholds their political views. The
two strongest predictors are micro-level political friction within close relationships and subjective
perceptions of societal fracture, both of which activate the fear of isolation through concrete
relational risk rather than abstract opinion climate perceptions. Notably, | find a ‘paradox of
cognitive resources: higher education, political knowledge, and internal efficacy reinforce
self-censorship. Silence is also unequally distributed, falling disproportionately on women, youth,
and those pessimistic about social mobility. Conversely, partisan identity and polarized attitudes
show no significant effects. SHAP analysis further reveals asymmetric ideological patterns and
nonlinear effects, capturing the intricate dynamics of self-censorship that remain obscured in

conventional linear regressions.

Keywords: political self-censorship, spiral of silence, affective polarization, fear of isolation, SHAP
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